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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 
NOTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 24th January, 2000 


G. S. R. 66(E). — whereas a notification in exercise of the decision 
recorded in paragraph 5 of the Resolution of the Government of India in the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests, vide GRS 85(E) dated 21 st February, 1991 
inviting objections from concerned quarters within a period of sixty days from the 
date of publication of the said notification against intention for prescribing the 
criteria for labeling of FINISHED LEATHER as environment friendly was 
published by the Ministry of Environment and Forests in G.S.R. No. 353(E) 
dated 23 rd June, 1998. 

And whereas all objections received within the said period of sixty days 
have been examined. Now, therefore, the Central Government notifies the 
criteria for FINISHED LEATHER as Environment Friendly Product as under: 


1. General Requirements 


1.1. The manufacturers shall produce consent clearance as per provisions of 
the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, and the Air 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, along with the 
authorisation for Hazardous Waste Management, if required under the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for seeking Eco-mark certification 
from the Bureau of Indian Standards. 





4 


THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY 


[Part II— Sec. 3(i)] 


1.2. The product packaging shall display in brief the criteria based on 
which the product has been labelled environment friendly. 


1.3 The material used for product packaging shall be recyclable or 
reusable or biodegradable. 

2. Product Specific Requirements : 


SI. 

No. 

Parameters* 

Limits 



Test method, 
as per 

1. 

pH of aqueous extract 
of leather 

Not less than 3.5 & if 
less than 3.5, the pH 
difference on dilution by 
a factor of 10 (differential 
number), should not be 
more than 0.6 

LC:18 of 

IS 582 : 1970 

2. 

Formaldehyde, mg/kg, 
Max 


200 


** 

3. 

Pentachlorophenol 
(PCP), mg/kg, Max 


5 # 


IS 14575 : 1998 

4. 

Aryl amines released 
from Azo-dyes 
(Sum parameters) ***, 
mg/kg, Max 


% 

o 

CO 


** 

5. 

Hexavalent 

Chromium, mg/kg, 

Max 


3 


** 


The Eco-mark for leather certifies that only Eco-related parameters are assured and the quality related 
parameters are through self-declaration complying buyer’s requirements. In such cases, the finished leather shall 
carry only Eco-logo (without ISI mark). In case the buyer’s requirement calls for conformity to Indian standards, 
the manufacturer shall have to apply for BIS Standard mark also. 


Indian 'standards on the methods of test are being developed by BIS in 
line with acceptable international norms. 


*** 


The list of Aryl Amines is appended in Appendix-A. 
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# Prevailing detectable limits. 

3. Bureau of Indian Standards shall formulate/ incorporate optional 
standards for Environment Friendly characteristics. 

4. The criteria are subject to review after three years from the date of its 
publication in the Gazette of India. However, the Steering Committee 

’ is empowered to review the criteria earlier as and when need arises. 


[14(1 )/98-PL] 
VIJAI SHARMA, Jt. Secy. 


APPENDIX-A 


List of Aryl Amines 

10. 

3,3 -Dimethylbenzidine 

1 . 

4-Aminodiphenyl 

11. 

3,3-Dimethyl-4,4-diaminodiphenylmethane 

2. 

Benzidine 

12. 

p-Cresidin (2-Methoxy 5-methylaniline) 

3. 

4 -Chloro-o-toluidine 

13. 

4,4-Methylene-bis (2-chloraniline) 

4 

5. 

2-Naphthylamine 

p-Chloraniline 

14. 

4,4-Oxydianiline 

6. 

2,4-Diaminoanisole 

15. 

4,4-Thiodianiline 

7. 

4,4 -D i ami nodipheny lmethane 

16. 

o-Toluidine 

8. 

3,3 -Dichlorobenzidine 

17. 

2,4-Toluenediamine 

9 

3,3 -D imethoxy-benzidine 

18. 

2,4,5-Trimethylaniline 
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